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Requirements:	 	US-PPL ASEL or German PPL A


			American or German Pilot’s Radio Licence


			VHF Radio


			Transponder with working! Altitude Encoder


			Actual AIP or Bottlang, Frankfurt and Egelsbach charts


			Actual VFR charts


			VFR Bulletin


			Good VFR knowledge around Frankfurt (where is November, where is Lima?)


			Some experience in altitude hold and radio communication with controllers











Example:		From Egelsbach Northbound








		CAUTION: ALL FREQUENCIES & COMMUNICATION ARE EXAMPLES ONLY








Recommendation: Contact Egelsbach Tower before startup. Listen to Frankfurt ATIS on 118.02 to find out what runways are in use, and what they say about wind and visibility (not mandatory).











„Egelsbach Tower, November Nine Eight Eight Two Five, good day“.





„N825, go ahead“.





„N825 is a Cessna One Seven Two, at parking position (or: at Hangar 4, at fuel pumps). We would like to request startup clearance for a VFR flight to Koblenz with exit Lima and Frankfurt midfield crossing“.





„N825, startup approved. We will contact Frankfurt to find out if a midfield crossing is possible. Contact apron on 121.72 for taxi.“











„Egelsbach Apron, November nine eight eight two five, good day“.





„N825, go ahead“ .





„Egelbach Apron, N825 is a Cessna one seven two, at parking position (or: at Hangar 4), 4 people aboard, VFR flight to Koblenz, request taxi clearance.“





„825, taxi holding position runway 27, via alpha, QNH is 1013.“





„825, taxi holding 27, via alpha, QNH 1013“.





After your runup (not mandatory): „Egelsbach Apron, 825 now switching to Tower“.





„Tower is on 118.77. Bye bye“.











„Egelsbach Tower, N98825 is ready for departure, exit via Lima, ready to copy“.





„825, Egelsbach Tower. Squawk 4447. Cleared for takeoff runway 27. After takeoff you are cleared to Lima. Do not exceed 1500 ft. Expect frequency change to Frankfurt Tower on 119.9 shortly after departure“.





„825, squawk 4447, cleared for takeoff, do not exceed 1500, expect Frankfurt Tower on 119.9, cleared to Lima“.




















Now, before you firewall the throttle, think about what you are going to do!





Tell your passengers about the departure route, about possible holdings at Lima (which might scare them), about the expected route crossing the Frankfurt airspace, and the continuation to November. Ask them to keep silent until reaching November, except for the case they watch an airplane coming too close.





Make a mental note that, for the case you cannot proceed further than Lima, you have to exactly follow the rules published in the AIP or Bottlang. If you need to hold at Lima, you have to circle between Lima, the Autobahn, and the northern traffic pattern of Egelsbach. This is a very tight space! Watch out!





Doublecheck that the transponder code is set and that the transponder is on altitude.





Doublecheck that you have the Frankfurt Tower frequency dialed into your standby radio.





Frankfurt tower controls the Class D airspace underlying the Class C airspace, which starts at 1500 feet. You must not exceed 1500 ft, under no circumstances!





Check Gyro, switch landing lights on (leave them on until you reach November).





After reaching November, you are clear of Class D, but still under Class C! Consider possible altitudes. Do not inadvertently climb into Charly airspace.

















Shortly after takeoff, Egelsbach tower will announce to you that you now shall contact Frankfurt tower. Switch to your standby radio and WAIT for a break in the very busy communication. They do expect you already, so don’t worry. But, NEVER cross Lima without a clearance.





„Frankfurt Tower, N98825 approaching Lima“.





„N825, stand by“.  This is NOT a clearance. Hold over Lima until tower comes back on you.





„N825, radar contact. Maintain 1500 feet. Approved midfield crossing. Fly direct to the (new) tower. Frankfurt QNH is 1013. Report any altitude change. After crossing, continue to November. Report November. Maintain VFR.“








„Frankfurt Tower, N825 continues to the new tower at 1500, then midfield crossing, then to November. QNH 1013. Maintain 1500. Report November.“














Instead of the above, you might experience: „N825, radar contact. Negative midfield crosing. Continue along the Autobahn to November. Maintain 1500. Report November“.








Or, even shorter: „N825, cleared to November“.  This means that you MUST follow the published route in the AIP or Bottlang. Even if not announced, you may not exceed 1500 feet, and you have to report November, anyway.








Or, also very short: „N825, cleared to enter at Lima“.  This means that you MUST follow the published route in the AIP or Bottlang. Even if not announced, you may not exceed 1500 feet, and you have to report November, anyway.











Or, if you are very lucky: „825, would you like to have a low approach on runway 25 left instead of a midfield crossing?“








So, be aware of that Frankfurt may alter your plans!


 


AND, be aware of that the headings you’ll have to fly to November significantly differ depending on if you fly along the Autobahn, cross midfield, or cross endfield after a low approach. DON’T get LOST on the SIMPLE part of the transition! Make sure that you know where November is!








„Frankfurt Tower, N98825 is over November“.





„825, squawk VFR (0021), resume own navigation.“





„Frankfurt Tower, 825 would like to continue with Frankfurt Information for traffic information“.





„825, Roger, contact Frankfurt information on 123.52“





„825 will contact 123.52. And thank you very much for the transition“.





„Pleasure“.











