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15 September 2004
Training Officer

To

All Members

Ref: Hard Field / Soft Field Operations

Dear Members,

Since the new, longer runway at EDFE is in operation as of July 2004, we want to encourage you to use this asphalt runway for all normal takeoff and landing operations. Reason for this simply is the increased safety margin you are gaining in case an engine problem should happen on takeoff or an overshoot happens on landing. Therefore, except for the two adjacent entries at the approach end of rwy 27, where you can select either, please always begin your takeoff roll at the beginning of the runway, not at intersections. Please use similar judgement at all other airports.
This is not to rule out using grass runways in general. With proper training and understanding, soft field operations are fun, and there still are a couple of airports which just do not offer the hard surface as an option. But without proper training it is a no-no. And the training most you got for the typical US-PPL-PTS  -  a simulated soft field T/O and Landing but carried out on concrete   -  is just not sufficient.

As an example, I have calculated for you the T/O and landing distances for both planes on a hot no wind summer day (30°C, resulting a Density Altitude of 2400 ft). We have to add 15% of the takeoff ground roll for grass (dry!!) and 45% of the landing ground roll for grass (dry!!), plus our usual 30% as a general safety margin because we are not as good as the Cessna test pilots who established the numbers. The conclusions are obvious, aren’t they?

Happy Takeoffs and Landings,

Timm Preusser

	Aircraft
	Gross Weight
	T/O over 50 ft obstacle
	+ 30% safety margin, in meters
	Landing over 50 ft obstacle
	+ 30% safety margin, in meters

	N98825
	2400 lbs
	2041
	808 m
	1599 ft
	633 m

	N1349Z
	1670 lbs
	1681 ft
	666 m
	1480 ft
	586 m

	EDFE soft field
	
	
	TORA 27: 420 m
	
	LDA 09: 420 m


